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Bureau of Foreign and Domestic
Commerce Issues New

Handbook.

GUATEMALA IS CITED
AS PROMISING FIELD

Each Country Taken Up in Tarn and
Outline Is Given of Future

Prospects.

The bureau of foreign and domestic
commerce of the Department of Commercehas issued a new handbook on

Central America as it really is, by GarrardHarris. He describes these countriesas a thriving and progressive section,rich beyond measure in resources
that have only been scratched. The
book deals largely with the prospects
f«»r American trade and American capitalin this promising region, which
actually covers more square miles than
the combined area of the whole of New
England. New York. Pennsylvania. NewJersey.Maryland and Ohio. Mr. Harris
finds that we already sell about 50 per
cent of the goods imported, but is
strongly of the opinion that a much
bigger percentage of the business
should be done by Americans as a resultof present opportunities. To make
the most of these opportunities, however,Mr. Harris declares it will be necessaryto invest more American capital
in the republics, to extend more liberal
credits, to improve banking facilities
for export trade and to make more directand personal efforts in the markets.

Trade With Guatemala.
American trade with Guatemala is

an example of what investments in a

foreign country can do toward promotingtrade with that country. Americancapital has been invested freely in
the banana industry in Guatemala, and
practically all the supplies needed by
the fruit companies and their employes
have been imported from the United
States. A very cordial feeling has been
developed in Guatemala toward the
United States. The desire for a closer
social and commercial relationship betweenthe two countries is evident.
Many of the younger generation are
being educated in the United States insteadof in Europe, as formerly, and
th^ number of young people who speak
English and have acquired an understandingof the American point of view
is steadily increasing. The value of
trade as a means of bringing nations
closer socially and politically is too
seldom taken into consideration, in the
opinion of Mr. Harris.
Among the many subjects discussed

in connection with the methods to be
employed in seeking Central American
trade is that of language. Letters addressedto Central American dealers
should be put into good Spanish by
some person thoroughly educated in
ine language anu laminar wuu me

best forms of business correspondence.
Technical* terms and Americanisms
should be avoided. The harm that some
of our innocent Americanisms can do
.- broad is well illustrated by the fate
of the brand of condensed milk which
bore the notice "Made at our plant.**
To the English-speaking population
of British Honduras this meant that
the milk was artificial and made from,
a plant. They would have nothing to
«b» with it. The label was changed,
and the brand is now popular. Such
Americanisms are probably even more

mystifying to the Spanish-speaking
population.

Takes Up Each Country.
The report takes up each Central

American country in turn and describes
its physical features and climate, the
character of the population and the
means of communication. It then
takes up the agricultural, timber and

mining resources and the manufacturingindustries, and follows this by a

general description of the government,
a sketch of the banking system and a

statistical study of the foreign trade.
The section devoted to each country is
closed by an outline of the future pros- {
pe«*ts of trade and business in that
country, and a list of specific commercialopenings. There are three ap*pendices: The first, a description of a
practical route through Central Ameria for commercial travelers:athe second.regulations affecting oommerciral
travelers, and the third, a list of publicationsconcerning Central America.
The exact title of the new handbook

is "Central America as an Export
Field." Special Agents' Series, No. 113.
It contains 229 pages, including seven
half-tone illustrations and one map.
and is for sale at the nominal price of
r.O cents by the district offices of the
bureau of foreign and domestic com-
loerce and by the superintendent of
documents, government printing office,
Washington.

PANAMA NEEDS STORAGE. 1

Efforts Being Made to Build Bonded
rrr 1
warenuuses.

I'ANAMA. April 1..Kfforts are being
made by merchants of Panama and
colon to interest the governments of
the United States and the republic of
Panama in establishing: bonded warehousesin the canal terminal cities.
Tii* subject has been discussed at re-

cent meetings of the Panama Chamber
of Commerce, and it is believed that an

active campaign to further the project!
s«»oii will be started.

I The national assembly of Panama alreadyhas passed the necessary legislationauthorising the construction of
warehouses. !t is necessary that the
< i».'gress of the t'nited States also pass
su«*h a measure.
The merrliHum point out that with

the oprttiig of the permanent channel
in the canal the business opportunities

Central and South America will he
v;*stl\ increased, and that iti conseouencestorage facilities on the isthmuswill be greatly needed.

LEAVES FOR BUENOS AIRES.

Vesrel Bearing U. S. Commissioner!
Sails From Montevideo.

.MoNTKVlUKo. April 1. The mem-
Ihers of the American section of the internationalhigh commission left yesterdayfor Buenos Aire* on hoard the

steamer t'iudad Montevideo, convoyed
h> the Argentine cruiser Nueve dc
Julio.
I Business men of Alontex ideo tendered
I banquet to Secretary McAdno of the
[ nited States Treasury, head of the
Pc-legation, and the other members of
I he party. Senor < 'ossio. minister of
nuance, made a speech.

| Suinner <*. Trent of Hiawatha has
Must won first prize as the champion
rorn grower of Kansas. He produced
117 bushels an acre. The prize was
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IS GHASTLY TROPHY OF
THE PARENTINTIN TRIBE

Purchased by Dr. C. H. Merriam. the
Donor, From South American

Explorer. Many Years Ago.

Dr. C. Hart Merriam of this city has
just presented the United States NationalMuseum with a smoke-dried
head of a Brazilian Indian secured on

the headwaters of the Tapajos river
in 1S77 or 1878. This grewsome object
is one of the few specimens in this

country of these rare human trophies
collected and prepared by the Parentintintribe of the Tapajos river in
Para. Brazil.

It is the head of another tribesman,
killed and preserved by the Parentintins;the dried skin is yellow and
stretched tightly over the skull, the
black hair hangs loose in bobbed style,
the eyes are covered by wax cones

ornamented by two small rodents'
teeth to imitate the pupils of the eyes,
and the ears are still decorated with
the cord insertions and tufts of red
and yellow parrot feathers worn by
the Indian in life. Originally, when
used a8 a trophy, it was suspended by
a cord, which still * emerges from the
mouth, but now it is arranged on a

stand and may be examined in the
museum today.
Unlike the better known Jibaros or

the upper Amazon, who preserve the
heads of their enemies by removing the
skull bones and shrinking: and drying
the skin until the head is much reducedin size, the Parentintins leave
the head in its normal form. They first
remove the brain, then smoke the head
by use of an aromatic wood until it la
thoroughly dried, and hang it up to
decorate their houses.

Explorer Captured by Indians.
Dr. Merriam says that about forty

years ago. while he was in New York
city, Ernest T. Morris, a young South
American explorer, came to him with
this head and several others which he
desired to dispose of as soon as possible.being badly in need of funds. In
relating his experiences Mr. Morris
stated that while he was traveling near
the headwaters of the Tapajos river he
was captured by the Indians and kept
prisoner for several years.

In attempting to make their captive
into an Indian like themselves they
tattooed his cheeks and lower jaw with
native pigments, which he found he
could not remove. For a long time he
was in fear for his life, as they threatenedto kill him for his head, so to
speak, which they would have hungj
from the lodge poles as a trophy. But
for some reason he was spared, althoughhe mentioned one instance
when an Indian with whom he was

talking was shot by an arrow and
killed.his head going into the collection.After two or three years of imprisonmenthis captors became a little
lax in their watch, and one night in
1877-78 Morris managed to escape in
a small boat. He took eight of the
trophy heads with him, knowing that
they would be valuable objects to museumsof this country. By traveling
only in the night and hiding in the flay,
he succeeded in descending the Tapajosriver and reaching the Amazon, and
finally the city of Para, where he securedpassage to New York.

Ghastly Heads Only Assets.
Arriving in that great metropolis, he

found himself stranded financially,
with nothing but his ghastly heads as

assets, and at the same time much embarrassedby the very noticeable tattooingwith which his Indian captors
had decorated his face. Unfortunately,
he could not raise a beard, and he
would not appear in public as he was.
Finding that Dr. Merriam was in the
city, and knowing him to be a scientist.he decided to approach him in an
endeavor to raise some money on the
heads.
Dr. Merriam says that they found no

difficulty in doing so, the American
Museum of Natural History taking
two and himself one. He does not rememberwhere the others went, but recallsthat all of them were sold at $75
each, netting the explorer about $600.
With the receipt of the money, Morris*spirits rose again, but. having no

place where he could seek seclusion
from the public eye, he immediately
embarked on another trip to South
America, and as far as Dr. Merriam
knows has never been heard from
since.

RECOMMENDED FOR MEDAL.

Boatswain's Mate Saves Life of EnlistedMan in Marine Corps.
The Navy Department has reeom|mended to the Secretary of the Treas-

ury that Albert fleorge How, chief]
boatswain's mate, be awarded a life-
saving meaai. rvow jumper! overooani
into tli* Mar* Island strait about 2:1.",
p.m March 3 in an effort to save an
enlisted man in the Marine Corps from
drowning. Row's action in jumping
overboard was prompt and at the risk
of his own life on account of the difli-
culty of reaching shore when once in
the water, the current being trencher-
ous and the sea wall about six feet
high. Both Row and the enlisted man1
of the Marine Corps were rescued by a
shore boat.
The Secretary of the Navy also has1

written a letter of commendation to
Andrew Joseph Rleeson, apprentice
seaman at the naval training station,
great lakes, for his heroic action in
swimming out about 150 yards into
Lake Michigan, while the temperature
was at freezing anil the surf very
heavy, in an effort to recover the body
of Chief Runner's Mate R. N. Walter,
who was drowned.

For Greater Opium Penalty.
A greater penalty for the importation

of opium derivatives is recommended
in an amendment to the law prohibitingopium importation reported by the
,Senate finance committee. The com|mittee amendment increases the minilmum fine for violation of the act from
JoO t«» So«t». and prescribes imprison!inent of not more than five nor less
than two years. The committee also
favored recommending the act providin k resist rat ion of dealers in opiates
by adding anhalonium. mescal or mnsjcalebuttons and pellote to the listed
drugs.

President May Visit Charlotte. N. C.
j President Wilson probably will visit
! Charlotte. N". C\, May 22 for the cclejbration of the Mecklenburg- declara.tion. Senator Smith of South Carolina
j has invited him to visit Columbia on

J the name day. The President said he
' would do so if possible.
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Enrique Cuevas, Counselor of
Embassy Here, Presented

to Secretary Lansing.
The Chilean ambassador today presentedto the Secretary of State

Enrique Cuevas. counsellor of the embassyhere, with the information that
Mr. Cuevas is to have charge of Chili's
affairs in this country.
The office of the Chilean embassy for

some time to come is ^expected to be
at the Chatnplain apartment house,
1424 K street northwest, owing to the
expected departure within a few days
of the ambassador. Dr. Eduardo SuarezMujica.Information as to who is to
succeed Dr. Suarez-Mujica as ambassadorhas not yet been made public
in Washington, and until the new ambassadorarrives the affairs of Chile
will be in the hands of Mr. Cuevas.
Mr. Cuevas lias had a wide experiencein diplomatic affairs, having

served as first secretary of the Chilean
legation in London for five years. He
was the delegate of the Chilean governmentto .the Chilean nitrate commissionin London, and is an expert
on nitrate matters, having presented
an Important paper on that subject to
the Pan-American Scientific Congress
recently held in Washington.

Also Served in Sweden.
After his service in London, Mr.

Cuevas was appointed charge d'affairesin Sweden, and when the Chilean
legation here was raised to the rank
of an embassy he was appointed counsellorhere. Before entering the diplomaticservice, Mr. Cuevas was governorof the province of Valdivia of
Chile.
Tn State Department circles it Is said

that there is no official information
obtainable as to who will be the next
Chilean ambassador, but there is an
impression that the Chilean governmentis seeking among its most prominentmen for one to fill the vacancy.
Among those most prominently mentionedin this respect is Senator GonzaloBulnes. one of the best known
writers of Chile.
Other prominent Chileans being mentionedfor the post in State Departmentcircles are former President

.Riesco, Augustin Edwards, the Chilean
minister to London, and Santiago Aldunate,Chilean minister to Italy.

GIVES VIVID PICTURE
OF BRAZIL IN LECTURE

Charles Wellington Furlong. Author
and Traveler. Addresses National

Geographic Society.

In bis illustrated lecture on Brazil,
the largest state in South America and
the third largest in the world, Charles
Wellington Furlong, author and traveler,presented to members of the NationalGeographic Society, at the New MasonicAuditorium, last night, a vivid
picture of the splendid development of
the principal cities of the wealthy republic.
Mr. Furlong did not attempt to explorewith pictures and description the

vast forests an<J jupgle,s of the Amazon
valley, but confined himself to modern
Brazil typified in such thriving ports
as Para, the great rubber and coffee
mart: Bahia, Santos. Pernambuco. and
the unrivaled capital. Rio tie Janeiro.
Many of the leading United States citiesmight learn a lesson in sanitation

and in the. care of their "municipal
front doors" from the seaports of Brazil,declared the speaker. The water
f.nnla f 1 1 * U lr.o,li,iu v.^
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been built under the direction of skilled
engineers, one of the most conspicuous
examples being the quays at Santos,
designed by a Cornell engineer.

Rapid Strides by Brazil.
The rapid strides made by Brazil

within the last two decades are shown
in the veritable revolution of health
conditions, he said. Some of the ports
formerly were breeding places for yellowfever and other epidemic diseases,
and the lecturer gave as a concrete
example the experience of a British
sea captain who some years ago
brought his ship into one of the leadingcoffee ports. While he was loadinghis vessel his entire crew was
stricken with yellow fever. It was
necessary to send to England for anothercrew, and when, after long delay,
this new body of men arrived and beganloading where the first crew had
left off these recruits also were decimatedby the dread disease. A third
new was brought from England, and
its ranks were thinned out by disease
before the vessel finally got under way
with a full cargo.
Today yellow fever epidemics are

unknown in this port, and, like all the
other leading cities, it boasts splendid
'paved streets, magnificent public
buildings, palatial private homes and
splendid municipal theaters and opera
houses.

Firemen Under Military Rule.

Among the novel features of some of
the South American cities, Mr. Furlong
mentioned the fire departments. The
firemen are stationed in one building,
a barracks, and they are under milijtarydiscipline, being subject to the
call of the military authorities in case

of riot.
One of the customs which lend them1selves to amusing illustration is the popularmethod of transportation or portage

in most of the southern cities. While
automobiles and mule carts are much
used, the human head i3 siiil the most

popular means of transporting goods,
barrels, water jars and milk cans. So
proficient are the natives in balancing
articles on their heads, said Air. Fur;long, that they find it easier to poise

j articles in this way than carry them in
their hands. He related the amusing
incident of having given a child a

letter to be posted. The 1/oy held it in
his hand for a moment uncertainly, put

i it on his head, hut, realizing that the
wind would blow it away, he suddenly
stooped down, picked up a brick, put the
letter on his head, weighted it down
with the brick, and then trotted off to
the letter box a block away. The speak|er also spoke of having seen two chil.dren playing checkers in the shade.
'The sun rising, their place was no

longer protected. One of the children
iliftori U.o Imu nl tfi the ton of hee IiaiuI

Jam! the f.vo clashed across the street at
full speed to a shady spot, set the board
jdown attain. not a single piece having
been jolted from its square.

Non-Resident Aliens to Pay Tax.
Collectors of internal revenues have

j been instructed to take steps to collectat its source the income tax on

investments of non-resident aliens. The
! Supreme Court recently found non-reai|dent aliens subject to the tax on in1vestments in this country.
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CABRERA DENIES TALES
President of Guatemala Personally
Says He Is Maintaining Neutralityin Mexican Affairs.

The repeated rumors from Mexico City
of revolutionary movements along the
frontier of Guatemala are most emphaticallydenied in letters and telegrams receivedin Washington during the last few

days from President Estrada Cabrera
of Guatemala and other high officials of
that country.
These reports are ascribed alone to

mischiefmakers tn Mexico who have been
expelled from Central America, and who
are seeking to discredit Guatemala in
particular.

Conditions Remain Normal.
According to report, not only is businessgood in Guatemala, but everything

Is proceeding along normal lines without
the slightest unrest or apprehension. The
government, however, is maintaining a

strict patrol of the frontier, to prevent
violations of neutrality and any incursionsof the lawless elements which for
some time have infested the neighboring
Mexican state of Chiapas. j

PORTO RICAN CROPS BIG:
i

Sugar Men Never Had Such Quantitiesor Such High Prices
Before.

Correspondence of t!ie Associated Press.
SAX Jl_"AN, Porto Rico, March 25..

Sugar valued at $10,000,000 is being
marketed by Porto Rico this month.
Every ship to the United States is
carrying capacity loads. The month's
deliveries present probably not more

than 25 per cent of the value of the
sugar produced this season. Most of
the sugar is being sold on a rising
market at prices considerably above)
$5 per hundred pounds. i
Never before in the history of the

island have the sugar men had such a

large crop, nor prospects of such uni-
form high prices. The island's produe-
tiou, it is estimated, will be in the
neighborhood of 380,000 tons, an in-
crease of approximately 75,000 tons
over last year. And under pr< sent j
market conditions it is expected that
the whole crop will be sold at an aver-

age of 5 cents per pound, or better. 1
Large sales this week were reported at
$5.22, San Juan, equal to $5.40, New
fork.

( Labor troubles which developed at
the beginning of the cane harvest in
January have- practically all subsided,
and the grinding season is now at its
height. At but one point in the island,
Arecibo. are there any labor troubles
at present, and these are expected to
be settled at any moment.

TO ESTABLISH KANCH.

Supply Department of Panama Canal
to Fatten Cattle.

PANAMA, April 1..The establishment
of a large cattle ranch has been decided
on by the supply department of the!
Panama canal, and contracts have been j
let for the clearing of 4,000 acres of,
land iti the vicinity of New Culebra, on

the line of the Panama railroad. When
the land has been cleared of the rat her
heavy jungle growth it will be seedted
in guinea grass, which furnishes ex-j
eellent grazing for cattle. .

I

The ranch will he used for fattening
cattle that have been purchased in Colombiaand Costa Rica for the supply
department. These animals usually are
not properly fattened when they arriveonthe isthmus, and this purpose
the ranch is to serve.

It. is proposed to purchase a herd of
!0.000 cattle which will be fattened on
the ranch. As these are consumed the
department phrns to buy at the rate of
1,000 head a month.

To Amend the Anti-Pass Law.
Senator Culbersjon of Texas, chairmanof the judiciary committee, has

introduced an amendment to the antipassact to permit publishers, editors
or proprietors of newspapers or magazinesto make an exchange of railroad
mileage for advertising: space. Sena1I tor Culberson is the author of the
original anti-pass act. and proposes to

1 press his amendment for passage as
soon as possible.
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PARAGUAY READY
FOR BUSINESS

New Docks, Port Facilities
and Reclamation Projects

Are Under Way.
Economically rarafruav is at the very

beginning of things. It might have
been discovered but yesterday, accordingto a recent article in the PanAmericanBulletin. Its immense possibilitiesas a food producer, both animal
and vegetable, are practically unknown
and undeveloped. Vet Paraguayan civilization,except from its economic side,
is modern and up-to-date. Paraguayan
imports are of the same kind as the
imports of other South American countries.The Paraguayan is much the
same kind of man and lives in much the
same way as His neighbor- iri Argentina,
Uruguay or Brazil.* With all this, his
country is the least developed of any.
During all the colonial period and

down to its independence, in 1S11, Para-
guay was Hooked upon merely as a

halfway house to the rich Peruvian and
Bolivian mines. Agriculture and even

stock raising was unconsidered in this
era. Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguaywere all neglected. For much of
this period i it Paraguay the Jesuits
were conducting an experiment in civilizing*the Guararti Indians, which involvednon-communication with the
rest of the world. 'Soon after independencecame the Francia dictatorship,
ending in 1841. Almost immediately
following Francia came the dictatorship
of thotwo Lopez, that of Carlos Airtonio
Lopez ending" in 1862 and of Francisco
Solano Lopez in 1870. The policy of
these dictators was similar (but for
a very different reason) to that of the
Jesuits, viz., to maintain Paraguay as

a hermit country and unknown to the
outside world. So far as the outside
world was concerned, the result was

the same.that for almost a century
and a half Paraguay was a closed and
unknown book. At the final defeat and
death of Francisco Lopez, in 1870, Paraguaywas left prostrate as no other
country in the world for a thousand
years has been prostrated.

War to the Last Ditch.

For six years Lopez had kept up the

unequal struggle against Argentina,
Brazil and Uruguay. This was war to

the last ditch and beyond. The Paraguayansdied almost to a man. The

final levies included men almost too
old to* walk and little boys just out
of pinafores. They all died, and many
thousands of women and girls fighting
by their sides. At the close o.f the.
war Paraguay was almost a country |
of women alone. In 18G3 the populationnumbered 1.837.489; in 1S71 the returnsshowed only 221.079 persons resident,in the republic. With such a. history.is i.t a wonder that Paraguay has
remained undeveloped? Kather it is a

wonder that it has made the progress
that it has. for after all Paraguay is
intellectually and socially by no means
backward, and even in industrial improvementit has much to show for the
forty-five years that have elapsed. The
spirit of the country has never weakened.No sacrifice for the country is
too great for any Paraguayan and no
dream of future grandeur and progress
is too unreal. To attain this ideal the I
country needs outside help. It must
have capital. It must have development.and it must he better known.

At the basis of this development
there must bp railway and fluvial improvement.The great Paraguay river
is there, with its fine port. Asuncion,
the capital of the country, but its dockingfacilities are grossly inadequate.
October 18, 1915, the Paraguayan congressenacted the final legislation which
closed "a contract with an American
corporation. MacArthur. Perks & Co.
(Ltd.). to construct new docks and port
facilities which will accommodate the
largest steamers, and. incidentallv. reclaima large area of land now partiallysubmerged and useless. The new
warehouses will have a capacity of
onmolhino- 1 L- r,A AAA

will have all modern equipment. Paraguayis thus getting ready for its constantlygrowing commerce, and this is
but one phase of its progress.

Awaits Report on His Gasoline Bill.
The Steenerson bill, designed to give

the federal trade commission authority
to prescribe a maximum wholesale price
for gasoline, has been sent to the commissionand the Department of Commerceby the House interstate commerce,committee for a report. RepresentativeSteenerson was advised that
as soon as the report is received he
will be given an opportunity to explain
the measure fully to the committee.
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Enrique Coronado Points Out
Fields for Business Men

of United States.

OIL PRODUCTION MAY
EXCEED MEXICO SUPPLY

Government Ready to Aid Coloniza-
tion. Railroad and Other

Enterprises.

Some of the advantages which the
Republic of Colombia offers as a field
for investment and the establishment
of new industries were outlined today
in an interview with a reporter for
The Star by Enrique Coronado, formerlyin charge of the bureau of informationof the Colombian legation
here. Mr. Coronado believes that businessmen of the United States have "a
golden opportunity" to secure the frade
of Colombia formerly possessed by
some of the belligerent countries of
Europe.
"Throughout the richly endowed continentof South America," Mr. Coronadosaid, "there is no tract of country

that has been more favored by nature
than the territory politically known as
the Republic of Colombia. The republiccovers an area of nearly 500,000
square miles. The large proportion of
fertile lands, its rich soil at such varyingelevations that practically every
class of cultivation is embraced, its
vast regions where climate conditions
make for a perpetual spriiag, its mineralwealth and its abundance of waterwaysare matters that need to be
carefully considered.

Bich Neighbor of Canal.
"Colombia is larger than Germany and

France together; also larger than all
the coast states from Maine to Florida,
including Ohio and West Virginia. It
is the richest and most powerful neighborof the Panama canal and has 1,600
miles of coast line along the Atlantic
side and 1,500 miles along the Pacific,
.with ports on both sides which serve
as shelter for the vessels of all nations.
"Certain specific classes of business

have an immense and very immediate
future in Colombia, namely, mining,
stock raising and the exploitation of
forests.
"Colombia is rich in gold, silver and

most of the commercial metals. She is
first in the whole world in the productionof emeralds and second in the
production of platinum.
"The country is extraordinarily rich

in minerals. There is gold found nearlyall over the republic in lodes and deposits.or mixed with other metals,
especially in the central and western
chains of mountains in the Andes; silveris also found in large quantities in
Antioquia, Caldas and in the south and
north of Tolima; iron and copper in
Boyaca. Oundinamarca and Magdalena,and the extensive mines of platinumin the region of Choco. Coal is
found in the Cordillera, lignite on the
coasts and cooking and steam coal in
the interior. Valuable deposits have
been discovered recently between the
Atrato and Leon rivers: in short, the
Colombia coal fields are well located to
take advantage of the market facilities
which will become available with the
completion of the Panama canal.
Therefore all the minerals known are
found in Colombia, and there are some,
as platinum and emeralds, which are
not found in any other country in payingquantities except Russia.

Productive Oil Field.
"Oil wells also abound in most of the

districts abd departments, and wealthy
foreign firms have recently attempted
to purchase them, for the surveys made
by individuals and by foreign syndicatesshow that Colombia may possibly
prove to be a more productive field
than Mexico.
"The forests form one of the greatest

fountains of wealth of the republic,
and offer many splendid opportunities
for the investment of foreign capital,
since the area of public lands not unilArr>nltivatinn i« vprv larcro and r.r»n1»l

give valuable results to companies
which might exploit them. There are
large tracts of land containing all kinds
of woods for fine cabinet work, such as
mahogany, cedar, walnut, etc. These
large forests are generally found along
the banks or near by the rivers of easy
navigation.
"Colombia has vast stretches of naturalpasturage in all climates, ample

for the feeding of stock 011 a scale sufficientto maintain a constant supply
of cattle on the hoof, as well as for
the establishment of packing houses in
regions close to the coast. Nearer to
the United States than Argentina and
Uruguay, with her cheap cattle and
grazing lands, and with a large substantialsaving in freights. Colombia
could send meat, to the United States
as well as cattle, beating all competition.From the Atlantic coast seaports
the distance is only 1,900 miles to NewYorkand 1;400 miles to New Orleans.
At present Colombia has about 7,000,000bovine cattle, and yet only 7,000
bead were exported last year to Panamaand the West Indies.

Agricultural Undertakings.
"Now with regard to agricultural

undertakings, we might mention the
cultivation of the banana in the departmentof Magdalena. which gives
very profitable results, and which daily
increases, owing to the improvements
in irrigation and to the establishment
of new enterprises on the lands comprisedbetween Santa Marta and Fundacion.

"In the foregoing no account has
been given of eastern Colombia.that
is to say. of those immense plains
traversed by long navigable rivers
which empty into the Orinoco and the
Amazon. These lands are. as a rule.
level and covered with natural pasturage.where abound droves of cattie,partly domesticated and partly
wild, whose exact number is not even
known. <

"It contains also abundant quanti- ii
ties of petroleum, which can be seen
running out over the surface of the
rivers. A large colonization enterprise,
obtaining from the government extensiveterritory and with such grants
as the famous English companies possessedin colonizing Africa, could
transform such territory into inex-
IIUUBUUir Biuituuuaca wi imiuini u<Juctsand into marts of the grazing
and mineral industries. That region
of the future has two outlets.to Europeby way of the Amazon and Ori-
noco rivers, and to the Pacific by
means of a railroad, easy of constrrc-
tion. which, taking advantage of a de-
pression in the mountain range, can
reach the valley of the Patia river
which empties into the Pacific a twodayjourney from the Panama canal.

Dormant Riches of Colombia.
"In order that the dormant riches

of Colombia may be exploited and fill
the coffers of those who will exploit
them is will be necessary to construct
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routes of rapid anil cheap communication,build railroads, channel out certainrivers and widen and improve
maritime ports. This work is easy and
has the advantage that, whatever road
or route be started, it will at once
commence to pay returns, as the regionstraversed are both populated
and industrial. The amount of Americanfanital which it will be possible
to employ in the construction of rail-
roads, figuring on the average rate of
$50,000 per mile, will reach some li'oo.04»0,0tMl,and with the improvements ot
the sea and river ports and the dredg-
of rivers1 this figure may go up to!
$-50,000,000.a vast and highly pro-
ductive investment for the genius and
energy of this nation, and yet an |
amount less than that which hr 9 been
invested by the English in Argentine.
"It should not be forgotten that the

Colombian law authorizes the govern-
ment to subsidize railroad construction
to the extent of $10,000 per kilometer
of roadbed constructed ($10,000 per
mile), and it grants up to 300 hectares:
of public land per mile of railroad constructed,to be located on cither side
o* the same. The law grants to rail-
road construction companies the privi- j
lege of usufruct of the railroad up to

fifty years, after the expiration of j
which period it can he continued for
twenty-five years more, but the governmentmay. during the last period,
buy the railroad from the concessionaries.

Resources Six Days Away.
"Colombia when assisted by large j

capital, well employed, will be as rich j
a.s the richest ami most prosperous!
country in Latin America, due to her I
boundless natural resources at only
six days distance from the United!
States. ;
"If American capital should go toj.

Colombia at the present time it would
have .the first opportunity and could
take advantage of the greatest and best
classes of business and also obtain the I
contracts for the construction of thejf
most indispensable public improvementsof the country, exactly as the
English did in the Argentine from 1S60
to 1 8S0."

. r
» ir A -OA rpfO TTTflTT

rAAAKLA AAliJO U1U1JL.

Freight on Cement Costs More Than '!
the Product. 11

PANAMA. April J..Freight rates 5

from the l.'nited States to Panama are}'
increasing rapidly, according to mer-

chants here. It is stated that the rate

311 cement has recently been increased
from $1.20 per barel to $1.55, which is j
more than the value of the cement at J
the factory. Cement is now selling here \
it $3.75 a barrel.
It is understood that the Panama Associationof Commerce is investigating

the rate situation in view of the many
recent increases that have been made
by the steamship companies.j
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HOW A MANUFACTURER
LOST ATRIAL ORDER

Could Not See the Point of a LatinAmerican
Customer's Request,

and Disobeyed It.

NEW YORK. March 4..An investigatorof Eat in American export and importconditions tells this story:
A wall paper manufacturer was told

by a prospective South American customerto ship wall paper in eiglit-yard
rolls, wrapped in wax paper as a protectionagainst dampness. The manufacturerhad always sold his wall paper
in twelve-yard rolls. The would-be
buyer made it quite plain that he was

willing to pay for ihe extra trouble
his method would occasion. He would
pay for all. hut he insisted that only
eicrht v:*rds he wranned to n roll. The
directions were specific. The'manufacturerhere looked them over with a

lack-luster eye.
"That." said he, "is all foolishness.

For why should 1 make all this trouble?"
So he didn't make all that trouble It

could not enter bis head.not without
splintering it.that the buyer conceivablyhad some reason for insisting:
that the paper be sent as directed.

Sent Old Packages.
The manufacturer sent it in the good

old twelve-yard rolls in which he sends
wall paper to Tucson. Arizona. It was

not wrapped in wax paper. Therefore
it mushed up in tire dampness of the
steamer hold. It was quite unsalable,
even if it had been in eight-yard rolls,
which it was riot. It came back on his
Hands, and those who have heard that
ivalUpaper man rave say he could give
Billy Sunday points on language
stresses. To this day he believes the
South American turned that shipment
if wall paper back without good reason.
However, another manufacturer was

'ound who could see the light when he
ooked at the sun. He has been sellngwall paper, eight yards to a roll.
rapped in wax paper, at a price that

Jully repays him.

i ne nisionc eim tree wuicn tne late
King; Bdward VII planted in IndependenceSquare, Philadelphia, when he
risited this country as Prince of Walep
ill 1861. has died and been cut down.
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